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Redlands United Methodist Church 

 In Christ, we live our faith with open hearts, minds and doors.  
 

 

 

 

Dear Members ɬ Your input is vital for the upcoming District RETHINK workshop later this year 

in Grand Junction.  There are many resources here so I need help from ALL of you.  Please do 

this as soon as possible as Discovery is the key to our path of RETHINK CHURCH.    Send your 

thoughts to king@oneimage.com or call 261.2324; Michael King, Communications Ministry Chair.  

 ÚɯàÖÜɯÙÌÈËɯÛÏÐÚȮɯàÖÜɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯÛÏÐÕÒÐÕÎȮɯɁ(ɯÞÖÕËÌÙɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÈÛɯȿ1$3'(-*ɯ"'41"'ɀɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÔÌÈÕÚȭɂɯ

#ÖÕɀÛɯÍÌÌÓɯÈÓÖÕÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÍÌÌÓÐÕÎȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÖÛÏÌÙÚɯÞÏÖɯÊÖÜÓËɯÚÈàȮɯɁ(ɯÈÎÙÌÌȵɂ 

In very simple terms it means:  As a church, we should be objectively looking at our strengths, our 

God given talents, and our experiences. Once we have identified these areas, then we will have to 

identify the needs of our community, and how we can blend and use our talents to make a differ-

ence in our community.  

It sounds simple, but it is going to take some time to discover who we are in our congregation. Once 

that has been determined, understanding what the community really needs may also take some 

time. Often, we look at what seems to be an obvious need, but in reality, the real need may be hid-

den. Discovery is key to our path of RETHINK CHURCH.  

When the two have been identified, talents and need, then discovering a way to diminish that need 

is possible. If you need ideas for your church, go to http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/

b.2021395/k.990F/Video_Stories.htm . (This is just one link to umc.org. Each link may present a dif-

ferent area of interest to the internet explorer. Do take time to explore!)    This site celebrates what 

UMC congregations are doing in their communities. These congregations demonstrate RETHINK-

ing CHURCH and the ideas of need and solution. Their solutions may not fit your needs, but maybe 

you can come up with a better idea. Let your vision be broad and unlimited. And remember: Ɂ#ÖɯÕÖɯ

ÏÈÙÔȮɯËÖɯÎÖÖËȮɯÛÌÓÓɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÎÙÈÊÌȮɯÈÕËɯÓÖÝÌɯ&ÖËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÓÓɯàÖÜÙɯÏÌÈÙÛȭɂ  John Wesley had it right. 

Be patient and give it time.  

Lori Isenberger  

Your District Trainer  

 

mailto:king@oneimage.com
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.2021395/k.990F/Video_Stories.htm
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://msnbcmedia4.msn.com/j/MSNBC/Components/Photo/_new/070521_thinker_statue_02%255B1%255D.widec.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/28238648/&usg=__KPIhnRuMwxW8hf7N2njWY6sDFG8=&h=298&w=298&sz=11&hl=en&start=66&itbs
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Published each month, with the next 
deadline by Sunday, May 23.   Please 
submit  your concise articles in these ways:   

¶ By e-mail if possible to 
secretary@rumcgj.com (preferably as 
a Word document attachment) 

¶ By bringing article (typed if you can!) 
to the church office and placing it in 
the yellow folder on the reception 
desk. 

                  Cheryl Holbeck 
         Editor/Designer 

 

         Communications        
         Committee Chair 
         R. Michael King 

REDLANDS REPORTER 

 
 

                         PRAYER     
               REQUESTS   

 
*Note:  Check the òPrayer 

Boardó for current requests. 

Always remember our military, 

especially those overseas.  
 

 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

Spring Anniversaries: 

4/22ñTom & Peggy Cavin , 68th 

4/25ñBill & Virgina Sisler , 64th 

         (for address: Esther or office) 

5/8ñJack & Jo Campbell , 50th 

5/25ñSkip & Norma Hughes , 54th 

 

Roger Foote found a job; Kalea, 4 

(Chinn family friend)ñ successful 

cancer surgery; Vicki Ratzlaff 

(Wilma Hansenõs sister)-ñfinally 

healing after another surgery 

 

CONCERNS:     
 

CHURCH FAMILY  
Joanne Footeñstill doing chemo; 

Bob Richardsonñhome after hospi-

tal stay; Mrs. Jo Bookerñback pro-

blems, hospital stay; Regina 

Workman ñrecovering, surgery; 

Joan McIntoshñartificial hip replac-

ed after fall    
 

RELATIVES & FRIENDS  
All those seeking jobs; West 

Virginia coal minersõ families; 

Earthquake victims in China, Chile 

and Haiti; Reinette  (Barb Meekerõs 

sister)ñhealth issues; Joni (Dave 

Armourõs mom)ñrecovering, knee 

surgery; Margo Schultz (Amy 

Bakerõs  friend)ñrecent surgery; 

Carol & Jake (the Haddockõs  neigh-

bor)ñboth recent hospital stays; 

Bob Meisner (the Frostõs friend)ñ

recent surgery; Mom of Judy (the 

Armourõs friend)ñrecovering, stroke; 

Kurtis Thomas ñhome from Kuwait 

& Dan McKeeñcancer free (friends 

of the Armours)   
 

     DEATH   
April 14ñElizabeth Wollin  2 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

     During the week call Esther Foster 

(858-9888, 6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.); leave a 

message if she is not there.  You can 

also call or email Doris Anderson 

(243-0171, gjcanuck436@cs.com).  To 

join the Prayer Tree to receive notifi-

cation of concerns, contact either 

Esther or Doris at church or at home. 

Dear Friends, 

I am so blessed to be writing an-

other thank you note to those of 

you that came to my house on 

April 9.  So many of my church 

family arrived bright and early on 

that Saturday morning and helped 

me catch up on the multitude of 

things that had slipped through 

the cracks in the last year.  As a 

result of this wondrous day, I now 

feel pretty close to back to normal.  

Please accept my deepest grati-

ÛÜËÌɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯËÖÕÌȭɯɯ 

All my best,  Jeff Hamilton    

 

Thank you for your prayers and 

cards!     Jack & Char Frost    

 

Pastor Gary, 

Thank you so much for your hos-

pitality and patience with us dur-

ing our visit with Redlands UMC.  

You went completely out of your 

way to help us out and we greatly 

appreciate it!  Your church has a 

wonderful atmosphere about it 

and helped us have a massive 

breakthrough with our students 

that night.  May God continue to 

bless your ministry and the 

church!   

In Him,  
Cory, First UMC Tupelo, Miss.  



News & Views From Our Pastor è  
Dear Friends, 

A couple of months ago I wrote 

to you about the strengths and 

weaknesses of different sized congre-

ÎÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯÈÚÒÌËɯÛÏÌɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚȮɯɁ#Öɯ

we want to grow as individual 

Christians?  Do we want to grow as the 

Body of Christɭ the Redlands United 

,ÌÛÏÖËÐÚÛɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏȳɂɯ ɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯÈÙÌɯÝÌÙàɯ

important questions that we need to seriously 

ask ourselves and then struggle with the 

answers. 

I took most of the space to talk about 

the Pastoral Church where the pastor is the 

center, is expected to know everyone 

intimately and be there for everyone spiritually 

and emotionally whenever they need him or 

her.  People expect the pastor to be the one 

who will teach them about their spirituality 

ÞÐÛÏɯÖÕÓàɯÈɯÍÌÞɯÖÛÏÌÙÚɯÌÝÌÕɯɁÈÓÓÖÞÌËɂɯÛÖɯÉÌɯ

seen as spiritual leaders. 

The Redlands UMC has 400 members 

ÈÕËɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÛÏÌàɀÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÈÓÓɯÈÊÛÐÝÌɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÛÏÌÙÌɯ

are at least 150, if not more, active members 

×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯ ÏÌÙÌȭɯ ɯ 3ÏÈÛɯ ÔÌÈÕÚɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÞÌɀÙÌɯ ÙÌÈÓÓàɯ

ÔÖÙÌɯ ÖÍɯ Èɯ Ɂ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯ "ÏÜÙÊÏɂɯ ÚÐáÌɯ ÊÏÜÙÊÏȮɯ

ÞÏÐÓÌɯÞÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÔÈÕàɯ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯɁ/ÈÚÛÖÙ-

ÈÓɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɂɯÚÐáÌȭɯɯ3ÏÈÛɯÊÙÌÈÛÌÚɯÊÖÕ-

flict and keeps our church from 

growing in the ways it naturally 

ÚÏÖÜÓËɯ ÎÙÖÞɯ ÞÏÌÕɯ ÞÌɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯ

resolve those tensions.  The Pro-

gram Church grows out of a 

necessity for a high-quality 

personal relationship with the 

pastor, to be supplemented by 

other avenues of spiritual feeding.   

 In this church there are many cells of 

activity  that are led by lay leaders of the 

congregation, who also take on some of the 

pastoral functions of caring for the people of 

the church.  The pastor becomes more of a 

resource to assist and add than to actually lead   

 

classes and spiritual growth.  The pastor 

is still at a the center of church leadership 

but is allowed to spend more time with 

ensuring high -quality programs and re-

cruiting people to head up these minis-

tries, services, missions, training and su-

pervising.  The pastor is to coordinate 

and support volunteer leaders with their 

spiritual and pastoral needs so the pro-

grams can flourish.  It becomes important to de-

ÝÌÓÖ×ɯÛÙÜÚÛɯÈÕËɯÓÖàÈÓÛàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɀÚɯÓÌÈËÌÙÚɯ

and members so continued spiritual growth 

and development can occur.  

  A Church our size tends to grow when 

its leadership becomes fully aware of the cost of 

growth and makes conscious decisions to pro-

ceed.  If not, it stagnates.  If there is not a con-

scious decision to proceed it usually comes out 

ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÛÖÙɀÚɯÏÐËÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÉÜÙÕÖÜÛȮɯÐÓÓÕÌÚÚɯÖÙɯÉÌɪ

ing moved because the church will expect the 

pastor to do all the administrative and pro-

gramming for a larger church while still expect-

ing all the parish calling and pastoral response. 

 6ÏÈÛɀÚɯ ÏÈ××ÌÕÐÕÎɯ ÏÌÙÌɯ ÈÛɯ 1ÌËÓÈÕËÚɯ

UMC?  What do we expect from our church?  

What do we want our church to be?  What is 

àÖÜÙɯÍÈÐÛÏɯÈÕËɯ&ÖËɯÛÌÓÓÐÕÎɯàÖÜȳɯɯ+ÌÛɀÚɯÛÈÒÌɯÛÏÌɯ

time to truly consider these ques-

ÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯÈÚÒɯÖÜÙÚÌÓÝÌÚȮɯɁ'ÖÞɯÈÙÌɯ

we helping the Body of Christ 

grow?  And how are we sometimes 

ÎÌÛÛÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàɯÖÍɯÛÏÈÛɯÎÙÖÞÛÏȳɂɯɯ

God bless all of you as we move to 

ÛÈÒÌɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ6ÖÙËɯÚÌÙÐÖÜÚÓàɯÛÖɯɁ&Öɯ

ÔÈÒÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÈÓÓɯ ËÐÚÊÐ×ÓÌÚɂɯ ȹ,ÈÛÛÏÌÞɯ

28:19). 

 The potential and possibility for this to 

happen is amazingly high at The Redlands 

UMC.  I believe that!!  Do you?? 
 

   Love,  

   Gary  

3 

1 4 , " ȱ Ɂ / È Ú Û Ö Ù È Óɯ

"ÏÜÙÊÏɂɯ ÖÙɯ Ɂ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯ

"ÏÜÙÊÏȳɂɯ ɯ ɯ ȱɂÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÛɯ

questions that we need to 

seriously ask ourselves 

and then struggle with the 

ÈÕÚÞÌÙÚȭɂ 



In & About Our Church 
SHAREFEST PROJECT 
AT JEFF HAMILTONõS  

 

18 hardy souls gathered at Jeff Hamilton's 

house on Saturday, April 10, to work on his 

backlog of projects.  We started with great 

donuts and ended with cheeseburgers.  In 

between, we helped him get caught up with his 

house and yard.  The award goes to  Scott Krug, 

who helped Jeff muck out his "water 

ÍÌÈÛÜÙÌȭɂ  Scott says it did not bother him 

because he worked at a pig farm as a kid.  We 

had a delightful day being together and helping 

out a fine friend.   

CHURCH CAMP DATES 
Mark your calendar, summer church camp is just 

around the corner. 

Senior High Camp:   July 18ɭ23 

Family Camp:   July 23ɭ25 

Mid -High Camp:    July 26ɭ31 

 

REDLANDS UMCõS  
GENEROSITY IS AMAZING! 

 

 We received a receipt for our giving to 

the Sudan Water project during Advent and 

Haiti after the earthquake.  The totals were:  Su-

dan Water project- $4,979.19, and Haiti Earth-

quake Relief- $4,876.25. 

 (ÛɀÚɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÕÖÛɯÛÖÖɯÓÈÛÌɯÛÖɯÎÐÝÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÖÙɯ

any other disaster response event and remem-

ber:  every penny of your gift goes to the pro-

ÑÌÊÛȭɯɯ8ÖÜɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÉÌÈÛɯƕƔƔǔɯÖÍɯàÖÜÙɯÔÖÕÌàɯÎÖÐÕÎɯ

to where you want it to go, can you?  

UMCOR 
UMCOR is providing emergency relief in many ar-

eas of the world. To find out more about current 

UMCOR ministries, please visit the website:     http://

gbgm-umc.org/umcor  . 

WE LOVE AND THANK  
OUR VOLUNTEERS 

Ɂ3ÏÌÕɯ(ɯÏÌÈÙËɯÛÏÌɯÝÖÐÊÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯ

ȿ6ÏÖÔɯÚÏÈÓÓɯ(ɯÚÌÕËȳɯɯ ÕËɯÞÏÖɯÞÐÓÓɯÎÖɯÍÖÙɯÜÚȳɀɯ

 ÕËɯ(ɯÚÈÐËȮɯȿ'ÌÙÌɯÈÔɯ(ȭɯɯ2ÌÕËɯÔÌȵɀɯɂɯ(ÚÈÐÈÏɯƚȯƜȭ 

If you volunteer at the church or in the commu-

nity we want to thank you for your service.  We 

would like to celebrate you at church on Sun-

day, May 23, 2010 at both services.  During our 

time of fellowship (10:00-10:30 a.m.) there will 

be a cake as a small token of our appre-

ciation.  Please plan on attending wor-

ship that morning so you can be cele-

brated for answering Gods call. 
4 

Easter Sunday worship services at RUMC.  
(9:00 a.m. Contemporary above and 10:30 a.m. Traditional below)  

http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor
http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor

